TOWN OF HUDSON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

PUBLIC INPUT AT BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETINGS

JULY 2015

The primary purpose of the Board of Selectmen’s meetings is to conduct the business of the Town. The
Board encourages residents to attend Board meetings so that they may become acquainted with the
operation and programs of the Town. All official meetings of the Board shall be open to the press and the
public.

Public participation in the Board’s regular meetings is a privilege that the Board has adopted in order to
assure that persons who wish to appear before the Board and either discuss agenda items or bring new
matters to its attention may be heard. At the same time, in order to assure that it may conduct its meetings
properly and efficiently, the Board adopts as policy the following procedures and rules pertaining to
public participation at Board meetings:

1. At regularly scheduled Board meetings, the agenda will reflect the time during the meeting that allows
for public input subject to these procedures. Speakers will be allotted five (5) minutes per person unless
extended by approval of the Board.

2. If there are more than three (3) speakers on the same topic that may be lengthy, the Board may ask that
the subject matter be placed on the Board’s agenda for a future meeting. If applicable, said speakers shall
provide materials relative to the subject at hand and shall deliver them to the Board of Selectmen’s office
by noon the Thursday prior to the Selectmen’s meeting.

3. Complaints regarding individual employees, other individuals and/or any matter that may, in the
opinion of the Board infringe on another person’s rights of privacy will not be allowed, such matters must
be directed to the Town Administrator during normal business hours at Town Hall.

4. When addressing the Board, all speakers are to conduct themselves in a civil manner. Profanity and /or
obscene, slanderous, defamatory, argumentative, disruptive, disorderly or violent statements will be
considered out of order and will not be tolerated. The Board Chair may terminate the speaker’s privilege
to address the Board if the speaker does not follow these rules of order.

5. If a speaker does not follow these rules after being warned to do so by the Board Chair they may be
removed from the meeting. Persistent violations of these rules may result in loss of the privilege to
address the Board.

6. Public input will be allowed only for items that the Board of Selectmen have control over. It is
preferred that individuals who wish to address the Board sign up in advance for public input with the
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Executive Assistant to the Board of Selectmen.. When signing up for public input in advance, the
individual shall summarize the topic or subject matter that the person wants to discuss with the Board or
bring to the attention of the Board.

Purpose:

The purpose of this policy is to provide the Board with an opportunity to receive directly from citizens
any information, concerns, desires, or hopes they may have for the community, while keeping the
discussions civil and orderly and protecting the rights of others.

Procedure:

1. Persons wishing to speak during public input must state their name(s), and address and state the
issue(s) they wish to be heard on.

2. Persons should try to speak directly to the issue, as briefly—and fully—as possible.

3. Persons should try to be specific about what they want acted upon -—if that is the case—by the Board.

Ground Rules:

1. The Chairman of the Board conducts public input.

2. The Chairman indicates how much time will be allowed for public.

3. The Chairman will call on those wishing to be heard.

4. No discussion on individual personalities (good or bad) is permissible in public session.

5. The Board will make no decisions during Public Input.

6. Any person whose conduct is in violation of the rules set forth above will be ordered to cease and desist
such behavior. Should their behavior continue after due warning, they will be removed from the meeting
room.
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