How is a plumbing “trap” supposed to work?

The “gooseneck” or “snake” section of your drain pipe is TR,
the “trap.” The trap allows water to fill that section of the
pipe completely. Since vapor and gas cannot travel through Fumes and gas
water unless under pressure, this effectively “traps” the gas / -
In the sewer portion of the pipe. The vent on your system—
the portion of pipe protruding from the roof of the
building—prevents the gas from becoming pressurized and
allows it to escape outside the structure. These two
systems function together to keep potentially harmful sewer
gases from entering your structure. If there is no water in
the trap, the trap is not functioning properly. We
recommend dumping water into building drains and fixtures

prior to testing.
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