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“Tex” Pointer couldn’t move through his careers or
society in a manner you’d find typical. This was a time
of struggle for most Americans, but Tex had crucial

(14
Tex Rainter was an African challenges. Conflict of identity and heritage, a

persistent sense of guilt. He was able to partially

- Amencan nan who lived unburden himself in his writings and carry on. A
manuscript he wrote, published posthumously by his

aSV\hlte N the ATenca d children is entitled “I Pass As White”. Tex Pointer was

an African American man who lived as white in the

the 1940s to the 19905,, America of the 1940s to the 1990s.

Best available estimates have Pointer and his small but
growing family settling in Hudson @ 1957. Family mem-
ories have Tex as a fisherman, home builder, furniture
craftsman, farmer, caterer, machinist, horseman, host of
outings and events to name a few. Over time in town,
this was a man you either knew personally or knew who he was on sight. Tall, thin, often in his
cowboy hat and boots, and involved in whatever scene might be underway. In no way did he keep
a low profile.

When researching a specific individual, local newspaper archives are a convenient resource, ex-
cept perhaps when you search returns a few hundred mentions and by-lines. Tex maintained a
frequent voice in matters of town planning and legislation, a voice more than once awarded the
expression “Spoke at great length...” In January 1982, he commanded the front page of the
newspaper with an account of his prepared speech (6 Pages!). Here on the subject of Planning
Board matters, he stood against proposed changes placing rural spaces in residential zoning to
inhibit industrial/retail sprawl. He also pressed for board members to be elected, rather than
appointed by the selectmen (Tex himself an appointed planning board member of long stand-

ing.)

Then there was Water, getting in and out of it, getting over and around it, even managing its
depth weighed on Pointer’s mind and moved his advocacy. Proper concrete public boat ramps
for both Robinson Pond and the Merrimack River (Tex highly in favor,) involved sometimes years
-long and even heated debate back and forth, and neither succeeded. In typical Tex fashion, he
states “I don’t swim and | don’t own a boat. | have no personal interest in this boat ramp” then
launches into a half-page letter to the editor advocating the Merrimack River proposal. Then
there was the critical control of the depth of Robinson Pond, the necessity of a dam, the issue of
beavers building dams, even the rumors of clandestine dams constructed in secret by residents!
And of course the long debated matter of additional bridge(s) to Nashua across the Merrimack
going back to the early 1960s. Pointer was a member of a delegation to study, leading him
to proclaim himself the “town’s most frequent user of the bridge”. The amount of leverage this
permitted was not recorded. And while it’s true Tex was reliably outspoken on many issues, col-
leagues from the time recall his committed interest in what he felt was for the good of the town.

And who knew, for example, that in 1913, the first motorized truck in NH was owned by the
“Hudson Volunteer Hose Co. #1”, later the Hudson Fire Dept.? Largely a volunteer force until the

Continued on page 3
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1970s, in the early part of the 20th century, firefight-
ers would pay $3 to join the brigade, buy all their own
equipment, and pay fines for missing meetings, fire
drills, and actual fires. Pointer laid out the whole his-
tory in four full-page installments serialized weekly in
the then Hudson News. Also in that paper, Tex took
the front page for his two-part history of the Presen-
tation of Mary Academy. And on occasion, when hu-
mor took the place of history, Tex offered musings in
the column “I Remember When...” where he’d poke
fun at town foibles and citizenry (without naming
names.)

Likewise, Tex was a reliable and prolific scribe for
local publications, notably the Nashua Telegraph
and Hudson (later, Hudson - Litchfield) News. “Twin
Valley Area News” was a weekly feature in the Tel-
egraph and for a good while in the mid-60s, Tex
was its Hudson correspondent. Here he reported
on political news, town happenings, social and
charitable events and such.

Notable citizens engage their community. They
participate and contribute their time and tal-
ents for its betterment. In an excerpt from cov-
er notes in Tex’s book; “What if you could
change the direction of your life? Would you
have the strength to make the sacrifices to get
there? Bill Pointer had that strength... every
day was an uncertainty to Bill. His story is
about the past and future of a race, as well as
that of a person.” Overall it is instructive. Envi-
sioning a place where judgment by appearance
can be removed from our experience as Tex
succeeded in demonstrating, what remains is
our common humanity.

Acknowledgements: The Pointer family gener-
ously provided personal recollections and col-
lected archives for this article.

Written by Steve Kopiski, a member of the Gene-
alogy and Research Committee of the Hudson
Historical Society.
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Town of Hudson
Fiscal Year 2024
Warrant

Article 01 The inhabitants of the Town of Hudson in the County of Hillsborough in the state of New Hamp-
shire qualified to vote in Town affairs are hereby notified that the two phases of the Annual Town
Meeting will be held as follows:

- First Session of Annual Meeting (Deliberative Session): Public is Encouraged
Date: February 04, 2023 to Attend
Time: 9:00 a.m.

Location: Community Center, 12 Lions Avenue, Hudson

Second Session of Annual Meeting (Official Ballot Voting): Public is Encouraged
Date: March 14, 2023 to Attend
Time: 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Ward One Location: Hudson Community Center, 12 Lions Avenue, Hudson
Ward Two Location: Alvrine High School Cafeteria, 200 Derry Street, Hudson

Article 02 Planning Board Amendment

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 01 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town of Hudson
Zoning Ordinance as follows: revising the Table of Permitted Principal Uses to separate Wholesale, Warehouse,
Self-storage mini-warehouse and Distribution facilities into their own separate categories? They are all currently
one category. By passing this amendment, a site would need Planning Board approval to change from one catego-
ry to another.

Recommended by the Planning Board 7-0

Article 03 Petitioned Zoning Amendment

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No.02 as proposed by petition for the Town of Hudson Zoning Ordi-
nance as follows: Amend Town Code 334, Attachment |, Table of Permitted Principal Uses to remove from permit-
ted use under General (G), and General-l (G-1) zones, warehouses or distribution facilities greater than 100,000
square feet and allow them ONLY in Industrial (I) zones effective immediately following passage of this warrant
article.

Recommended by the Planning Board 5-2
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Article 04 General Fund Operating Budget

Shall the Town of Hudson raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special
warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amount set forth on the budget posted with the War-
rant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $33,527,659? Should
this article be defeated, the operating budget shall be $32,879,067 which is the same as last year, with certain ad-
justments required by previous action of the Town of Hudson or by law; or the governing body may hold one spe-
cial meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 4-1
Recommended by the Budget Committee 9-1
Tax Rate Impact is $0.42

Estimated tax rate is $4.97

Article 05 Sewer Fund Operating Budget

Shall the Town of Hudson raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special
warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amount set forth on the budget posted with the War-
rant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $2,175,003? Should this
article be defeated, the operating budget shall be $2,145,341 which is the same as last year, with certain adjust-
ments required by previous action of the Town of Hudson or by law; or the governing body may hold one special
meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended/Not Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 06 Water Fund Operating Budget

Shall the Town of Hudson raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special
warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amount set forth on the budget posted with the War-
rant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, totaling $4,526,001? Should this
article be defeated, the operating budget shall be $4,517,958 which is the same as last year, with certain adjust-
ments required by previous action of the Town of Hudson or by law; or the governing body may hold one special
meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0

Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00
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Article 07 Hudson Police, Fire & Town Supervisors Association Contract

Ratification of a Contract negotiated between the Town of Hudson Board of Selectmen and the Hudson Police, Fire
and Town Supervisors Association for Wage & Benefit Increases.

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to approve the cost items included in the collective bargaining agreement reached
between the Town of Hudson Board of Selectmen and the Town Police, Fire and Town Supervisors Association
which calls for the following increase in salaries and benefits:

Year Amount
7/1/23 — 6/30/24 $190,118
7/1/24 — 6/30/25 $152,620
7/1/25 — 6/30/26 $144,645
7/1/26 — 6/30/27 $201,792
7/1/27 — 6/30/28 $154,563

and to raise and appropriate the sum of $190,118 for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year, said sum representing the addi-
tional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits over those paid in the prior Fiscal Year?

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.04

Article 08 Hudson Public Works Union Contract

Ratification of a Contract negotiated between the Town of Hudson Board of Selectmen and the Hudson Public
Works Department Union AFSCME Local 1801 for Wage & Benefit Increases.

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to approve the cost items included in the collective bargaining agreement reached
between the Town of Hudson Board of Selectmen and the Hudson Public Works Department Union AFSCME Lo-
cal 1801 which calls for the following increase in salaries and benefits:

Year Amount
7/1/23 — 6/30/24 $81,628

and to raise and appropriate the sum of $81,628 for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year, said sum representing the addition-
al costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits over those paid in the prior Fiscal Year?

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.02

Article 09 Police Safety Equipment Capital Reserve Fund Funding

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $100,000 from the unassigned General Fund
balance of June 30, 2023 which will be added to the Police Safety Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously es-
tablished March 9, 20217

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00
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Article 10 Property Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund Funding

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 which will be added to the Property
Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund as previously established in March 20087

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.01

Article 11 VacCon Truck Replacement Capital Reserve Fund Funding

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 which will be added to the VacCon
Truck Replacement Capital Reserve Fund as previously established in March 20067 $15,000 of this sum will come
from the General Fund and $15,000 will come from the Sewer Utility Fund.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 12 Fire Apparatus Refurbishment/Repair Capital Reserve Fund Funding

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000 which will be added to the Fire Appa-
ratus Refurbishment/Repair Capital Reserve Fund previously established March 20087

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.01

Article 13 Generator Replacement and Repair Capital Reserve Fund Funding

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $30,000 which will be added to the Generator
Replacement and Repair Capital Reserve Fund previously established March 8, 2022? $10,000 of this sum will
come from the General Fund, $10,000 will come from the Sewer Fund and $10,000 will come from the Water Fund.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 14 Benson Park Renovation Capital Reserve Fund Funding
Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 which will be added to the Benson
Park Renovation Capital Reserve Fund previously established in March 19987

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 9-1
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00
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Article 15 Readopt Optional Veterans’ Tax Credit

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to re-adopt the OPTIONAL VETERANS’ TAX CREDIT in accordance with RSA
72:28, ll, for an annual tax credit on residential property of $600 (Majority vote required)

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 16 Readopt All Veterans’ Tax Credit

Shall the Town of Hudson readopt the ALL VETERANS’ TAX CREDIT in accordance with RSA 72:28-b, for an an-
nual tax credit on residential property which shall be equal to the same amount as the standard or optional veter-
ans' tax credit voted by the Town of Hudson under RSA 72:28 (Majority vote required)

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 17 Discontinue Combined Town Clerk/Tax Collector

Shall the Town of Hudson vote pursuant to RSA § 41:45-a Il, to discontinue the combined office of Town Clerk/Tax
Collector? If adopted, the person holding the combined elected office of Town Clerk/Tax Collector shall continue to
hold the combined office until after the date of the next annual town election, following which, that person shall con-
tinue to hold the office of Town Clerk until the expiration of that term of office, and the Selectmen shall appoint an-
other individual as Tax Collector in accordance with RSA §41:33.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 18 Establish a Public Safety Services Revolving Fund

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to establish a Public Safety Services (PSS) revolving fund pursuant to NH RSA
31:95-h (c) for the purpose of providing public safety services? Fifty percent (50%) of revenues received from Po-
lice Detail Cruiser Fees shall be deposited into the fund, and the money shall be allowed to accumulate from year
to year, and shall not be considered part of the Town’s general surplus. The Town Treasurer shall have custody of
all moneys in the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the Board of Selectmen, and no further ap-
proval of the Town Meeting shall be required to expend from the fund. These funds may be expended only for pur-
poses of Police Fleet Purchasing/outfitting, Police Fleet Maintenance, or Public Safety Services equipment needed
in conjunction with special events, highway construction, other construction, or any other public safety purpose
deemed appropriate by the Board of Selectmen. The Public Safety Services revolving fund shall go into effect on
July 1, 2023.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 10-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

February 2023 www.hudsonnh.gov


https://www.hudsonnh.gov/

Article 19 Appoint Conservation Commission as Agents to Expend

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to appoint the Hudson Conservation Commission as agents to expend as authorized by
RSA 31:19-a, |, from the Forest Maintenance Fund, previously established in 2018? No funds to be raised by taxation.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 20 Adopt Hudson Community Power Plan

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to adopt the Hudson Community Power plan, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to
implement the plan and to take all action in furtherance thereof, pursuant to RSA 53-E. The Hudson Community Pow-
er plan is an opt-out program that offers more flexible electricity procurement. The plan will initially provide lower elec-
tricity rates for residents, or it will not launch. Initial participation in the plan can be declined, after which enroliment
becomes voluntary.

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0
Tax Rate Impact is $0.00

Article 21 Amend Town Code 317-34 (By Petition)

Amend Town Code 317-34, Schedule VII, Truck, Commercial Vehicle and Heavy Vehicle Limitations to add Collector
roads, as defined by Town Code 334:11(b), to being restricted from use by Truck Traffic, Commercial and Heavy Vehi-
cle. These roads shall have an exception if such vehicles are using these roads for local pickup and delivery.

Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-0
Tax Rate Impact is 0.00

Article 22 Hire One Police Officer (By Petition)

Shall the Town of Hudson vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $126,147 which represents the cost of wages and
benefits to hire one additional police officer? This police officer will replace a Patrol Officer that will be assigned to the
Police Services Division as the Wellness Officer, serving the Police Department and the community of Hudson. This
appropriation is in addition to the Operating Budget.

Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-0
Recommended by the Budget Committee 9-1
Tax Rate Impact is $0.03

Article 23 Abolish Hudson Budget Committee (By Petition)

To see if the Town will vote to rescind Budget Committee Section 32:14 of New Hampshire RSA Chapter 32 Municipal
Budget Law previously adopted by the Town on March 11, 1941, to abolish the Hudson Budget Committee. Rescind-
ing this subdivision as per RSA 32:14, V, will not prevent the Town from establishing an advisory budget or finance
committee(s) as stated in Section 32:24.

Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-1
Tax Rate Impact is 0.00
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Important Election Dates & Deadlines

Friday, February 3, 2023: Last day to file declaration of candidacy with Town Clerk. Town Clerk’s Office
will be open until 5:00PM [RSA 669:19; 652:20; 40:13, VII]

Saturday, February 4, 2023: Town Deliberative Session (First Session of Town Meeting) [RSA 40:13, II1]
e 9:00AM Hudson Community Center, 12 Lions Ave, Hudson

**New voter registrations will also be accepted during the Deliberative Session of
February 4, 2023.

Saturday, February 11, 2023: School Deliberative Session (First Session of Town Meeting) [RSA 40:13, IlI]
e 9:00AM Hudson Community Center, 12 Lions Ave, Hudson

Saturday, March 4, 2023: Last day for town clerk to accept voter registration applications for Second Ses-
sion (election day) of annual meeting. (Voters may register on election day for all town, city, school district
and village district elections.) [RSA 654:8; 40:13, VII; 654:27]

Monday, March 13, 2023: The town clerk’s office shall be open to receive applications for absentee bal-
lots, to provide voters the opportunity to complete absentee ballots, and to receive returned ballots until
5:00PM [RSA 657:1, Il (c)]

Monday, March 13, 2023: Last day for Town Clerk to accept completed absentee ballots; clerk or clerk’s
designee, must be available at least between 3:00 and 5:00PM. Absentee ballots must be received by the
Town Clerks Office by 5:00PM. No absentee ballots may be accepted after 5:00PM [RSA 669:29; 657:22;
652:20; 40:13, VII]

Tuesday, March 14, 2023: Election Day — Second Session of annual meeting to elect officers, to vote on all
guestions required by law to be on official ballot, and to vote on all warrant articles from First Session of
annual meeting. Voters may register at the polls. [RSA 40:13, VII; 654:7-a]

Polls open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.

« District One: Votes at the Hudson Community Center, 12 Lyons Ave., Hudson
¢ District Two: Votes at Alvirne High School Cafeteria, 200 Derry Rd., Hudson

February 2023 www.hudsonnh.gov


https://www.hudsonnh.gov/

g

A REC[PE FROM TOWN H ALL Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Place chicken o chopping board and sprinkle with
Asparagus Stuffed T+talian seasoving, garlic powder, paprika and salt &
. pepper. Slice each one lengthwise +o create a pocket,
Chicken Breast beivg careful vot o cut a?l the way through.
o 4 skiuless, boneless o 12 asparagus Ow each slice of cheese place 3 asparagus stalks
chicken breasts stalks, ends trimmed and a few tomatoes, roll up +o hold +hem vside +he
o 1 tsp. Ttalian (frozew is fine) cheese. STuff each breast with a cheese packet and
seasoving * 1 oz. chopped secure with a toothpick. Heat oil in skillet.
* 1 +sp. garlic powder REl s Add chicken and sear wntil golden brown, abont 3 +o
* 1 tsp. simoked * 4 slices mozzarella 5 minutes per side. Place chicken in a baking dish and
paprika or Swiss cheese bake for 15 to 2.0 minutes.
o Salt & pepper to e 1 tbsp. olive oll
taste Cherie Hebert+—Finance Departiment
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Thank you for your interest in joining
the Town of Hudson Team.

In your role as Board or Committee member, you

will review various Town topics and issues assisting Paper applications are available at the
the Board of Selectmen in making informed Town Administration Office or online.
decisions and formulating policy. You can email, snail mail, or apply in
person. Applications are accepted
CURRENT OPENINGS only in response to listed vacancies.

We appreciate your interest
Board; Committee m Al with the Town of Hudson.

Benson Park Committee

Cable Utility Committee 3 0
Conservation Commission 0 1
Lower Merrimack River Advisory Conmittee 1 0
Sustainability Committee 2 2
i [Beme) o AV E T 0 ) FIREFIGHTER-EMT/AEMT/MEDIC —

Fire Department

To find out more, simply click on the name of the Board

or Committee of interest. For an application, click here.
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Rest In Peace, Lieutenant

Todd Joseph Berube passed away as a result of injuries sustained in a motorcycle
accident on January 9, 2023. Todd was born on July 19, 1974, the younger of two
sons born to Arthur and Diana Berube of Amherst NH.

In 2002, he joined the Hudson Fire Department as a full time Firefighter. He was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on January 29, 2017.

Todd was known for his zest for life and love of his family, his unselfish, humble
and giving spirit, and perhaps most of all, his wacky sense of humor. Any day
spent with Todd was a day you would be doubled over in laughter.

He will be greatly missed.

023 Deliberative Sessions

v Town: Feb. 4th at 9:00 am x School: Feh, 1ith a1 9:00 am

Hwy. Safety Cmte. 1 Recreation Cmte.
8:30 am 3:30 pm

Meeting Calendar

E : I i y Planning Board

Cable UtilityCmte. 13 Board of Selectmen 14 Library Trustees Benson ParkCmte. 16
7:00 pm 7:00 pm 6:00 pm 7:00 pm

Conservation Comm.

7:00 pm

TOWN HALL Municipal Utility Cte. 21 Planning Board Zoning Board 23
CLOSED 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm

Sustainability Cmte. 27 Board of Selectmen 28 Click on any
7:00 pm 7:00 pm meeting to view
the agenda for
the specified date.

£

Click here to receive Have to Say‘.’
The Town Criex! Send Us a Comment!
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Contact Us:

Administration .........cccecu.u... 886-6024
ASSESSOr ..o 886-6009
Board of Selectmen ............ 886-1224
Fire Department .................. 886-6021
Finance Department ........... 886-6000
Human Resources ............... 595-6518

Information Technology...... 886-6000
Inspectional Services ......... 886-6005

Land Use 886-6008
¢ Engineering
¢ Planning
¢ Zoning
Police Department .............. 886-6011
Public Works ........c.ccomeeeeenee 886-6018

Recreation Department ..... 880-1600
Rodgers Memorial Library 886-6030
Sewer Utility ......ccccooereeeurnneees 886-6029
Town Clerk .......ooeeeeeuemeeeennns 886-6003

Board of

Selectmen:

Kara Roy
Bob Guessferd
Marilyn McGrath
David Morin

February 2023

* 2023 *

March Election
Information

2023 TOWN & SCHOOL
DELIBERATIVE SESSIONS PSA

Town Moderator, Paul Inderbitzen,
covers important information to
help navigate through this years
Deliberative Sessions.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR

PROPERTY TAX RATE DATA

hudsonnh.gov

Hudson’s 2022 total tax rate is the
lowest total tax rate since at least
prior to 1968, lowest in 54+ years.

NOTICE OF FILING PERIOD

Thinking of becoming a voice of

the town?! There are open ELECTED
positions, right now, waiting to be
filled by Hudson residents.

Make a difference! You only have
until February 3rd to register.

IMPORTANT 2023 ELECTION
INFORMATION

It’s never to early to begin reviewing
things you’ll need to know before
you vote in March!

www.hudsonnh.gov

For ALL current News & Announcements
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