
     
                                                 William Collins, Chairman                 Dave Morin, Selectmen Liaison  

       12 School Street · Hudson, New Hampshire 03051 · Tel: 603-886-6008 · Fax: 603-816-1291  

  

  

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

July 11, 2022 

  

The Town of Hudson Conservation Commission will meet on July 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Buxton Meeting 

Room, located in Town Hall 12 School Street, Hudson, NH.    

  

 Call to Order  

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call  

 Alternates  

 Public Input Related to Non-Agenda Items  

  

I. Old Business:  

  

 

II. New Business:  

 

               

III. Other Business  

 

a. Land Access Hudson Town Forest – Proposed abutter access 

 

b. Merrill Park Proposal from 2020 

 

c. Rangers Town Forest Subcommittee Update – Let’s look at alternatives 

 

d. Wood Duck Nesting Box Project – Motion to purchase 2 boxes 

 

e. Hudson Conservation Logo Contest – Advertisement Sheet 

 

f. August Meeting Cancelation – Motion to cancel the August meeting  

 

 

TOWN OF HUDSON 
  

Conservation 
  Commi ssion 
 



 

 

IV. Financial Status:  

 

Current Numbers 

      

V. Correspondence:  

 

a. NH Lakes Annual Contribution  

b. NRPC Rough Trail Map Hudson Town  

                 

VI. Approval of Minutes:   

  

a. June 13, 2022 Meeting Minutes  

 

VII. Commissioner’s Comments:  

 

Next Regular Meeting:  Monday, August 8, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  

  

  

William Collins   

______________________________   

  William Collins, Chairman  
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Item A: Other Business 

Access Concerns and Abutter Notifications for the Town of 

Hudson Forested and Conserved Lands 

        There are currently three parcels of land designated as “Town Forests” within the town of 

Hudson. Ranges Town Forest with a land area of approximately 57 acres is centrally located and 

accessed from Rangers Drive or Roy Drive. Colburn Town Forest has a land area of 

approximately 52 acres and is located in the southerly portion of town. Access to this parcel is 

off Musquash Road across from Copper Hill Road or from Trigate Road. Lastly, Hudson Town 

Forest with a land area of approximately 79 acres is located in the easterly side of town and 

accessed from Kimball Hill Road. These particular parcels are exclusive of other conserved 

properties owned by the town as they were established by the Legislative Body pursuant to RSA 

31:110.    

All three of these properties are currently under the management of the Hudson Conservation 

Commission as called out in RSA 31:112 paragraph II and are open to the public for the 

enjoyment of hunting, fishing and other recreational activities. These properties can also be used 

as a source of revenue by way of timber harvesting with proceeds going to improvements within 

the forests to further enhance its functionality. (Note: Revenues collected from timber harvesting 

are deposited into an account separate of the town’s General Fund and can only be spent with the 

approval of the Legislative Body.)  

 Although the HCC manages these three parcels along with the many conserved properties 

scattered about town we are still only an advisory group to the BOS, Zoning and Planning Board 

and cannot actually implement any rules or regulations over the use or access to these lands     

With this in mind I’d like to propose that the commission members discuss the following 

recommendations and if the majority find them to be acceptable forward these on to the BOS 

(governing body) for review and acceptance. 

1) The Hudson Conservation Commission or **Overseeing Authority shall not make or

suggest rules that would limit public access to properties labeled “Town Forest” or

“Conserved Lands” when the use is for recreational purposes.  By adopting this policy we

the Conservation Commission recognize that all town owned conservation and forest

properties will remain openly accessible to the general public in perpetuity.

2) The Hudson Conservation Commission or **Overseeing Authority shall notify all

abutting landowners 90 days prior to a timber harvest taking place at Town Forest or

Conserved Properties. This will allow for coordinated efforts between abutting

landowners, if desired, to get the best possible harvest and least amount of disturbance to

all properties involved.
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3) If access is needed from or through lands of any “Town Forest” or “Conserved Lands” to

an abutting parcel for an individual timber harvest an “Application for Access” (Figure 1)

shall be filled out and submitted to the Town of Hudson Engineering Department. Once

received the Hudson Conservation Commission or **Overseeing Authority along with

the Town Engineer will hold a public meeting with the applicant to review the scope of

work to take place and determine the best course of action.

** – Overseeing Authority – This would be a Forestry Committee if and when appointed by the 

BOS as referenced in 31:112 Management. 

Bc20220627 
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 TOWN OF HUDSON 

APPLICATION FOR ACCESS 

 12 School Street · Hudson, New Hampshire 03051 · Tel: 603-886-6008 · Fax: 603-594-1142 

I/We  Phone: 

Address:  Email: 

Site Supervisor Name & Phone Number (24 /7):  ________________________________________________ 

Hereby apply for access to or through town Forest or Conserved Property, in accordance with the Town 

of Hudson Rules and Regulations.  

Town Property to be used for access: ___________________________________________________  

Purpose of Access:                                                                            ______________________      

Access Map Provided:                    YES  NO_________________________      

Dates & Time of Proposed Work: ______________________________________________________ 

1. Certificate of Insurance Coverage

1) Public Liability Insurance for bodily injury of $25,000 for one person, and $100,000 for

each occurrence.

2) Property Damage $25,000/$100,000 aggregate.  Coverage shall include collapse hazard.

Signature, Title of Lienholder Date 

Director of Public Works Date 

Town Engineer Date 

Chairman of Conservation Commission Date 

Figure 1 
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Item B: Other Business 

Merrill Park Boat Launch 

Project Outline 

Introduction: 

Merrill park has been a part of Hudson’s conserved lands for a while and in this time has seemingly 

been underutilized. With this in mind, the Hudson Conservation Commission would like to start to revitalize 

the park and highlight this special river access resource. The initial stage would be to attend to the immediate 

need of both our residents and our first responders (mainly the fire department) when ascending and 

descending the steep banks of the Merrimack River with various small boats and rafts.  

Overview: 

Currently there are some washed out stairs and boulders that allow for a difficult path down to the 

riverbank. Not only does this impede quality access to the Hudson residents but it stands to be a liability if it 

continues to go unmanaged. Refer to following images 

 Image 1: initial ramp from parking area  Image 2: stepped embankment 

  Image 3: Property Location  Image 4: Proposed work areas 
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Current Status:  

Location 1 – This area, as labeled in Image 4, shows the lower trail section which is being narrowed by invasive 

species and other underbrush growth while also being washed away due to embankment erosion. The upper 

stairs have been buried by sediment due to poor drainage practices.  

 
Location 2 – This area, as labeled in Image 4, shows the initial and gradual decent from the parking area down 

to the narrow path as seen above.   

 
Location 3 – This area, as labeled in Image 4, shows a dangerous depression right next to the steep 

embankment within the rudimentary parking area 

 



Drafted by Brett Gagnon 
For Consideration by the Hudson Conservation Commission 2020 

Proposed Revitalization: 

 

Location 1 –  

 

Option 1  

Remove over growth / remove current stairs and boulders / Install floating stairs with built in boat ramp 

 
 

 

 

Option 2  

Remove over growth / rebuild current stairs / Install separate boat ramp to side of stairs 
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Location 2 – Widen approach to allow for vehicles and small fire apparatus to deliver small to medium size 

boats to the launching area.  

Location 3 – Regrade and fill current depression. Add a guardrail or other safety device to mitigate the hazard 

of a vehicle going over the bank when turning around.   

Widen approx. 15ft 

92’ long approach 

80’ of guard rail 



 Item D : Other Business 

After researching the cost of materials and evaluating the time it would take to 

build these boxes it is advisable to purchase two replacement boxes. Further 

considerations to build these ourselves can be brought forward after receiving and 

evaluating the prefabricated units.  

Motion to purchase two Wood Duck Nesting boxes 

         _____________ move to spend up to $200.00 for the purchase of two Wood 

Duck Nesting Boxes. The boxes are to replace two boxes at the Musquash Pond 

Conservation Area. Motion Second_______________      /      /  



June 2022 

Item E: Other Business 

Hudson Conservation Commission 

Logo Contest Proposal 
Logo Contest: 

The HCC invites the community’s artistic talent to create a new logo for the Conservation Commission 

that will represent the committee’s dedication to our natural resources and   A $XX prize will be 

awarded to the winner selected by the Hudson Conservation Commission. 

About the Hudson Conservation Commission: 

The Hudson Conservation Commission protects the town's natural resources; preserves and maintains 

important land including town forests and trails; ensures the proper utilization and protection of the 

natural resources, ecosystems, scenic vistas and open spaces of Hudson; to protect the watershed 

resources of Hudson; and to further promote an awareness and understanding of conservation practices 

and policies throughout the Town and region in keeping with state law. More information on the HCC 

can be found on the Town of Hudson website at https://www.hudsonnh.gov/bc-cc.  

Logo Specifications: 

We need a logo that can be used for both print and electronic media in .png or .jpg format for 

letterhead, website, brochures, and other branding promotions. So, the logo must be of a size and type 

that will be of high resolution to be visible and recognizable, as well as printable.   

Eligibility & Rules: 

All entries must be the original artwork of the entrant. Artwork must not include or be derived from any 

trademarks or copyrighted images.  

Entrants may submit multiple designs.  The contest is open to all Hudson residents aged 16 and up. 

There is no fee for entry. The HCC reserves the right to reject all entries if it deems no suitable entries 

have been received. 

Submission Deadline: 

All entries can be submitted either by e-mail attachment to: >>>>>>>>. Include your name, address, and 

telephone number with your entry.   

Entries must be received by >>>>>>>>. One winner will be chosen at the HCC’s >>>>>>>> meeting and 

notified thereafter. The contest prize will be awarded by check mailed to the winner’s address.  

Intellectual Property: 

All submitted entries become the exclusive property of the Town of Hudson Conservation Commission.  

By submitting an entry, the entrant agrees that entrant has complied with the rules herein and that any 

and all intellectual property rights in the logo are assigned to the Town of Hudson Conservation 

Commission. Entries will not be returned. The HCC reserves the right to request or make reasonable 

design modifications to a chosen entry.  

https://www.hudsonnh.gov/bc-cc


 Item E: Other Business 



                                                 Item F: Other Business 

Motion to Cancel August 8, 2022 HCC Meeting 

 

Members can volunteer to man the tent at Old Home Days. Note if a Conditional 

Use Application is filed we will meet as scheduled to review the application and 

set up a site walk to accommodate the applicant. 

  

          _____________ move to cancel the HCC meeting scheduled for August 8, 

2022 so that members of the conservation commission can participate in the 

Hudson Old Home Days festivities. 

Motion Second______________                    0/0/0 

 

 

 











                                                                    Item A: Correspondence 

 

 

Rough Draft of the NRPC Trail mapping, Image includes the trail that extends onto 

the new parcel and how extending it to connect to the Perimeter trail. 

The other trail of note is relocated to join the Ravine Trail. 

 

Things to consider trail names and colors for these two items 

Currently some trails have blazing and actual trail names, let’s finish this. 

 

Blaze                 Name                            Status 

                      Perimeter Trail         Trail Signs Installed, blazing done 



                    Swamp Loop           Trail Signs Installed (Need one more), blazing done            

 

 

                    Ravine Trail             Trail Signs Installed, blazing done 

 

 

 

 

 


















