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Conservation Land Monitoring Report Examples



Purpose

• It satisfies the easement holder’s legal obligation to steward the easement. 
• It also provides a regular record of activity and changes on a property over 

time, which may provide important information in the future. 
• An annual visit can also help maintain a positive relationship with the 

landowner, and provides an opportunity for questions and continued 
communication between the easement holder and landowner. 

• Perhaps most importantly, annual monitoring is the most effective way to 
prevent easement violations. Legal enforcement of easements can be 
costly and time consuming. Preventing violations or catching them early 
can be critical to maintaining the integrity of the land and the easement 
itself. 



Conservation Easement Monitoring Materials
• Conservation Easement Deed 

• Preamble describing the conservation purposes 
• Use limitations 
• Reserved uses and rights 
• Affirmative rights of the easement holder 
• Administrative provisions 

• Survey Map of Property
• Landowner Contact information
• Aerial Imagery (if possible)
• Baseline Documentation

• Prior reports and surveys
• Building sketches
• Easement documents
• Appraisals
• Board approval minutes

• Conservation Easement Form



Procedures - A monitoring report form should include
• Identification of the specific conservation easement being monitored 
• Date of the inspection 
• Identification of the monitor 
• Observations relative to the restrictions, reserved rights and conservation values recorded during 

the inspection
• Monitor’s affiliation, address and signature 
• Property owner and location 
• Information to substantiate the specific monitoring visit, such as: 

• Description of the area that was observed during the inspection (such as the entire property, eastern boundaries and 
south road and so forth) 

• Information that helps substantiate the monitor’s observations (including substantiation of “no change observed”) 
• Observation of the conditions and context of the inspection (such as weather or ground conditions, routes of travel, 

means of travel and so forth)
• Boundaries or other areas that are vulnerable to encroachment 
• Roads and other access ways 
• New trails or access points 
• Flagging tape 
• Areas of recent activity permitted by the easement 
• Signs of disturbance (for example, excavation, vegetation distress, dumping, tree felling) 
• Indicators of property conditions (for example, erosion, residual dry matter, invasive species, water quality) 
• Activity in or around building areas (existing or reserved), if applicable 
• Areas heavily used by landowners or by the public 
• Streambanks and lakeshores, if restricted by the easement



Sample Form #1



Sample Form #2



Sample Report - Amherst



Additional Sample Reports
• Links to sample reports for Amherst, Barrington, Hollis, Mason and 

New Boston can be found a the link here
• https://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/programs/clsp/resources.htm 

Additional Resources
• Following are useful resources for additional research
• https://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/programs/clsp/index.htm
• https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource005965_Rep8368.pdf
• https://naturegroupie.org/training-guides/how-monitor-conservation-easements-

training-guide
• https://gatheringwaters.org/sites/default/files/practice-element-11C2_2017_SPs.pdf

https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/Resource005965_Rep8368.pdf
https://naturegroupie.org/training-guides/how-monitor-conservation-easements-training-guide
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